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________________________________________________________________________
Welcome to Language Arts with Mr. Winship!
Course Introduction:

In this course we will explore stories of young people in late childhood and early adolescence in their journeys in quests of personal and familial identity through novels, short stories, poems, and plays. 

Students will learn how to develop ideas through creative and academic writing using new vocabulary. We will write about evidence from literary and informational texts by analyzing the spoken and written word and will learn how to identify facts, opinions, and hyperbole. In conjunction with our exploration of literature, we will develop skills in grammar and written structure.

Text and Supplemental Reading:

A major focus of this class is to instill a love of reading and creative writing, and so the following reading list may change depending on the literary likes and dislikes of the class.

In addition to other books, plays, and short stories, we will read:
The Princess Bride by William Goldman
The House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer

(In the event that most students have not already read it)Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling
A Wrinkle In Time by Madeleine L’Engle
Holes by Louis Sachar
Alanna: The First Adventure by Tamora Pierce
Sabriel by Garth Nix

Video/ Internet Recordings and Theatrical Performances: 

Students will view documentaries, movies based on literature or historical events, and internet videos such as Ted Talks or NPR reports. Students will be expected to receive these as important sources worthy of equal academic discussion 

Course Objectives

In addition to mastering the specific content related topics listed above, students will

· Analyze how chapters of a book, scenes of a play, or stanzas of a poem fit into the overall structure of the piece and contribute to the development of ideas or themes.

· Gain information from and generate material that use diagrams and data to illustrate concepts.

· Evaluate the argument and specific claims in written materials or a speech, and distinguish claims that are supported by reasons and evidence from claims that are not.

· Present arguments and discoveries to others orally with a clear and logical  sequence of ideas.

· Write arguments that provide clear reasons and relevant evidence, using credible sources.

· Construct analytical reports that examine a topic, have a clear focus, and include relevant facts, quotations and personal analysis.

· Recognize diversities and variances in the use of language in their own and others’ writing and speaking.

· Determine the accurate meaning of a word based on its context.

Classroom Guidelines:

Students are members of a community of learners. For communities to thrive, certain concepts and rules must be embraced. In our community, the following general behavior is expected of all students:


Respect: All students will respect themselves, their community members, and the learning environment.


Readiness: All students must attend class every day and ready to actively participate in daily activities.


Responsibility: All students must accept responsibility for themselves and their actions.

Active participation and preparedness is expected at all times. No distracting items are allowed in the classroom (e.g. headphones, food, electronics). Students will use appropriate language in the classroom; swearing or other offensive language is not permitted in the classroom.

Failure to adhere to these policies will result in the loss of participation points and will have a negative impact on your grade.
Materials:

1. 1 two subject notebook (or 2 one subject notebooks) – college ruled or wide ruled

2. 1 composition notebook (to be left in 2B)

3. 1 two Pocket Folder without tabs (for assignments and hand outs)

4. Blue or black pens, pencils and highlighters

5. Colored fine lined markers or pencils

Evaluation:
Daily Classwork
Bring your notebook, a writing utensil, and paper to class every day. Students will receive participation points for daily attendance, class preparation, and on-task class performance. 
Homework
Homework will consist of reading and discussion questions, written essays/reports, test prep, and projects. Homework will be worth between ten and thirty points. 

At home reading is a major component of our course. You will frequently receive reading assignments as homework and will typically count as part of your participation grade. However, pop quizzes may be given to ensure that everyone is up to date with their books.

Attendance Policy 
Students are required to attend class every day except with excused absences. Students who have unexcused absences and tardies will lose participation points.

Due Dates
All assignments are due in class at the beginning of the class period unless I have allowed the student to submit the assignment by email.  All email submissions are due on the due date by 11:59 p.m.  Technical difficulties will not constitute an excuse for late work.
48 Hour Rule
ONCE PER SEMESTER you may turn an assignment in up to 48 hours late without penalty or explanation. It may not be used on the final paper, but may be turned in unused for 10 extra credit points. USE THIS WISELY. Beyond this, though, late papers will be accepted only in cases of illness or emergency, or when prior arrangements have been made, and will generally be penalized except in cases of illness or emergency.  
Essays and Reports
Essays and Research Reports are used to give students the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge, skill and creativity in class.  The student’s ability to develop, organize and deliver ideas is a critical component of a student’s grade.

There will be six major essays through the year, four book reports and two analysis papers. Book reports will be on choice books and are due towards the end of each quarter. Analysis papers will be on class books and will be assigned once a semester.

Students will receive a writing rubric and instruction on how their papers are to be evaluated when they receive their first writing assignment.
Unit Exams and Quizzes
Unit exams will be administered every four to six weeks and quizzes every two to three weeks.  They will consist of a variety of sections, such as multiple choice, matching, data response responses, short answers and essays. Students who miss an exam or quiz due to an excused absence must take the exam/quiz on the class day after they return.  Students will lose one letter grade everyday thereafter. If a student has an unexcused absence, he/she will not have an opportunity to make up the missed exam and will receive a “0”. It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements to take the exam during the teacher’s office hours. 
Semester Exams and Projects
A cumulative exam will be given at the end of the first semester in December and at the end of the second semester in May.
Grading Percentages per Quarter
Grades will be calculated on “straight points”.  Tests, Essays and Projects will be in 75-100 point range; daily classwork and homework assignments will be in the 10-30 point range. Participation points will be five points per day based on attendance, preparation, participation, and behavior.
Office Hours
Office Hours are the best time to come to me with questions and concerns outside 
of the class’s discussion for the day. However, you are also free to come and see me during office hours if you have questions or concerns about anything. You are welcome to just come and chat if you would like. Office Hours are daily from 12:50-2:15, at lunch of after school by appointment. Please let me know during class if you will be coming to office hours. 

Nondiscrimination Policy

NSAA seeks to provide an academic and social environment that is free from discrimination and harassment on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or any other category protected by law. NSAA seeks to promote a safe environment in which community members are free to express themselves without fear of recrimination.

Students with Accommodations and/or Modifications

To ensure and support the intellectual and artistic richness in our education community, NSAA is committed to creating a diverse and inclusive learning environment by providing equal access to students with disabilities. Accommodations pursuant to Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and modifications to support students who meet the requirements for Exceptional Student Services will be honored as directed by federal and state law.
Bathroom Use and Leaving the Classroom

Students will be given 4 hall passes per quarter. They may use the hall pass to get out of instructional time for a maximum of 10 minutes. What they do on their hall pass is up to them: using the restroom, phone calls, texting, walking around, talking to another teacher during office hours, getting something from the front desk, seeing an administrator, having an attitude adjustment, there are many options. However, to leave class students must use a pass. Students will not receive additional passes if lost, so they should keep them in a safe place.

Students should be in the habit of going to the bathroom between classes since they will not be able to leave without one of their passes. Keep in mind that this does not excuse them being tardy. Students may be asked to wait to exercise their use of a pass while Mr. Winship is giving vital instructions for lecture, assignments, and exams.

Unused hall passes may be turned in the day of the semester final exam for extra credit. Note: Students who are suspected of unethical behavior (such as photocopying the passes) will not be given extra credit points, and may be subject to loss of professionalism points.

Cheating and Plagiarism

Cheating, copying and plagiarism are serious acts of academic dishonesty and are not tolerated. Parents or Guardians of students involved and the Executive Dean will be informed of such behavior. Students who cheat or plagiarize receive a zero for the assignment or exam. Students involved in copying of work receive a zero for the assignment or exam, including any student allowing the copying to take place. Students who plagiarize may also receive a failing grade for the quarter. If students or family members have questions about this, please talk to Mr. Winship.

Plagiarism is extremely serious, a fact students should already be aware of. In Middle and High School, plagiarism can result in lost points, or failing a class. But once students graduate, plagiarism can result in more severe consequences. In college, students can be dropped from classes, or in serious cases, be expelled. In the professional world, plagiarism could lead to job termination, loss of credentials, and legal trouble. It is better to produce little or nothing than it is to plagiarize.

It is not difficult to avoid plagiarism. If something is not your own work, cite it and attribute it. Citation is not a violation of this policy, copying without attribution is. If you plagiarize you are hurting your own development as a scholar.

Grading Policy

The following scale will be used to assign your grade for each quarter and semester.

A: 90-100%
B: 80-89%
C: 70-79%
D: 60-69%
F: <60%

Each quarter grade counts as 40% of the semester grade and the final is 20% as per NSAA school policy.

Amending the Syllabus

Mr. Winship may change this syllabus at any time. In the event of changes, students will receive notice and a copy of any changes.

School Policies

All school policies regarding food, drink, electronic devices, plagiarism and other topics will be strictly enforced.  Students are expected to have read the NSAA Student Handbook and follow the school rules and expectations stated in that document. Students and parents must sign and return the Social Contract attached.  This will count as a 10 point homework assignment.
Social Contract
I acknowledge that I have read the English Comp. Syllabus for the NSAA 2017 Fall semester. I understand that the outlined policies will direct this course for the following school year. A signature below indicates that I will follow the course policies as outlined in the syllabus, the expectations outlined in the NSAA Student Handbook, and the Parent/Student/School Compact. 

Student Name: ________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________________

------Parent/Guardian Section------

My student has the following devices which they take to school:

O Smartphone

O Laptop or Notebook
O iPad or Tablet
O Other:__________

My student has a school approved accommodation plan (IEP/504):

O Yes


O No

Anything you need/want me to know about you or your student to help me work best with them:

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________________

Date: ___________________

Email(s): ____________________________________________________________________
This contract is due on or before Friday, August 11th!
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